Garden Q & A
Stephen H. Brown

Topic: Black Sooty Mold on Ixoras
Question: I have ixoras on the north side of my house and they have a black sooty mess on
them. What should I spray them with to get this off? Any help will be appreciated.
Kay, email
Answer: The black mess is a fungus called sooty mold. It is due to the feeding of sap sucking insects
such as scales, mealybugs and aphids. They prefer the shady north side of the house. They feed on the
leaves and stems by sucking the sugary sap from the plant. After feeding, the insects excrete their
waste that drips down onto parts of the plants. The excreted product is packed with sugar and is thus
called honeydew. The fungus, always around, feeds on the honeydew and can cover most of the affected plant with this black mess. The insects may have stopped feeding by now. Carefully examine the
stems and the underside of the leaves for small insects. Scale insects will not be dislodged even when
dead; mealybugs are usually very white in color and aphids are often green and pear-shaped. If the insects are alive, you can apply an insecticide for control. Insecticide products range from insecticidal oils
to more toxic remedies. Products containing Imidacloprid will give long lasting control. The black sooty
mold can often be washed away by using a light insecticidal oil. Most often, however, unaffected new
leaves replace the sooty mold affected leaves. Rain and irrigation water will eventually erode the sooty
mold. However, the insects must be controlled or the problem will likely persist.
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