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Distinguishing Sooty Mold and Citrus Rust Mite Damages
Introduction
Sooty mold and citrus rust mites damage is often confused as one for the other. Both appear as black
discoloration on portions of the fruit and leaves.
Sooty Mold
Sooty mold is a black thin mat of fungal growth usually seen on the upper leaf surfaces and fruit. It grows
on the sugary excrement (honeydew) of insects with piercing-sucking mouth parts such as whiteflies,
scales, aphids, psyllids, and mealybugs. When abundant, sooty mold can reduce photosynthesis and delay
fruit coloring. Sooty mold represents a dramatic sign that insect population has reached damaging levels.
Application of oil will loosen sooty mold and help to control insects if still present. Sooty mold is distinguished from damage caused by citrus rust mites as it can be physically removed from the fruit or leaves..
Citrus Rust Mite
Damage symptoms occur through feeding of citrus rust mites on the epidermal cells of fruit. Later in fruit
development, rust mite infestation results in dark brown to black scarred areas. Severe rust mite damage
can reduce fruit size. Citrus rust mites may be found on all citrus cultivars throughout Florida. On some
cultivars such as Sunburst, Fallgo, and Ambersweet, rust mite damage can be severe on stems and foliage
and may cause leaf drop. Mite populations usually begin to increase in April on new foliage and reach a
peak in June-July. Depending on weather conditions and the occurrence of natural enemies, citrus rust
mite populations usually decline in August and September, but increase again in October and November.
Oil should be effective in suppressing rust mites. Damage caused by citrus rust mite cannot be physically
removed from damaged fruit.
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Useful Links
Citrus Pollenizers

Pruning Citrus Trees

Jaboticaba
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