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Undescribed Whitefly on Cocoplum
An undescribed species (Aleurotrachelus sp.) of whitefly was found on cocoplum
(Chrysobalanus icaco) near Sanibel, southwest Florida, in December of 2010. Damage to the
plants were not extensive but whitefly populations on many leaves were high. Aleurotrachelus
sp. has been found in Broward, Highlands, Indian River, Lee, Miami-Dade, Monroe and Palm
Beach Counties. Its host range include Coccoloba uvifera (seagrape), Ardisia, Coprosma,
Eugenia, Jasminum, Lyonia, Malpighia, and Randia. Whiteflies (Aleyrodidae family) are primarily tropical or subtropical insects. Immature stages are scalelike feeding by sucking the sap
from plants. Adults are small insects that are typically covered with powdery whitish wax.
Whiteflies possess a unique final development stage from which the adults emerge and do not
feed.
On this field visit, the following behavior of Aleurotrachelus sp. were observed by the agent
and customers.
• The whiteflies were concentrated on the under side of the leaves.
• Heavily infected leaves were often adjacent to apparently “clean” leaves.
• Shaking the cocoplum hedge produced noticeable flights of adult whiteflies.
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Metamorphosis sequence of Aleurotrachelus sp. and other whiteflies
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