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Of dll the states, Florida has the greatest wealth
of native plants for usein the average rural or urban
home landscape. Native plants desirable for home
use range from the spectacular southern magnoliato
the miniature creeping vine of the partridge berry.
The state has nearly half of the species of trees
available in North America north of Mexico. So
many of Florida's native plants are useful that the
tablesincluded here list only those with the greatest
potential landscape use.

Native plants are equally practical and attractive
on rura and urban home grounds. Y ou may already
know and appreciate some native plants but be
unfamiliar with many others that could be used
freely. Native plants are adapted to the climate and
soil conditions of a given area and usually have fewer
pest problems. Therefore their use in landscaping can
decrease maintenance. Some plants have specific
growth requirements; others thrive under a variety of
climatic and soil conditions. Y ou need to consider
the native habitat of a plant and planitsusein a
similar environment.

Remember that Florida's native wild plants are
protected under the Plant Protection Law.” Under
this law both preservation and propagation are

encouraged. It isagainst the law to destroy, injure,
harvest, collect, pick or remove any plants covered by
the law without prior written permission from the
landowner or legal occupant of the land. Another
Floridalaw specifically protects sea oats and sea
grapes. Itisagainst the law to dig up or remove these
plants whose growth helps prevent beach erosion.
Some nurseries stock native plants.

In the tables of native Florida plants included
here, plants are first grouped by type such as ground
cover or small tree. Within atype they arelisted
alphabetically by common name.

e Tablel. Ground Covers.

e Table2. Vines.

» Table3. Shrubs.
*Table4. Small Trees.
*Table5. Large Trees.

e Table6. Pams.
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Endnote

" Note on Plant Protection Law: Section
581.185 of the Florida Statutesis an act to preserve
the state's native trees and plants. Section 370.041
prohibits the removal or digging up of sea oats and
seagrapes. Copies of the entire law and the plant list
are available on request from the Florida Department
of Agriculture, Division of Plant Industry, P. 0. Box
1269, Gainesville, Florida 32601.
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