
Everything you wanted to know 
about completing your Market 

Animal project book!

By: Jennifer Sites

Lee County 4-H Program Assistant



You have decided to show in Beef 
Breeding at the SWFL Fair.

NOW WHAT!!!!



Things you will need to complete an accurate and up to date project 
book.

Å A Beef Breeding project book

Å A blue or black pen (keep it with your project book at all times)

Å A calculator

Å Project receipts

Å Your bill of sale

Å A binder or green 4-H record book cover



Important Information

The SWFL Fair awards premiums on up to date and completed project 
books.  Following the guidelines outlined in this presentation will help you 
get the most out of your project book.

Your project book must be in a binder or green 4-H folder.  

You must complete your project book!  

Parents are encouraged to help youth with their project book. Please do not 
do it for them. (Judges will not take points off because a child has bad handwriting, 
but they will take points off if they think a parent has completed the book.)

Keep your book neat and organized.

Write in only one color ink (blue or black).  



Cover  Page

This page is worth 2 ½ points

Fill out the following sections:
Name
Age
4-H Club
Project  (ex. Steer or Swine)

Record Started (this is the date you purchased 

your animal)

Record Closed (do not fill in until after fair)

First Box (Your Signature)

Second Box ( Club Name &Your Leaders Signature)

Last Box (Club Name & Your Leaders Signature but 

not until after fair)



Project Agreement Page

This page is worth 2 ½ points

Youth, parent, and 4-H leader must sign 
and date on the appropriate lines.



Goals and Achievements Page

This page is worth 5 points

Complete the following sections:

Check off all goals you plan to achieve.

Have your leader date and initial all 
goals achieved.

Comment in all boxes of goals not 
achieved and in any box that you would 
like to make a note on.

Juniors: You must add one write in goal.
Intermediates: You must add two write 
in goals.
Seniors: You must add three write in 
goals.



Project 
Animal Inventory 

Page

This page is worth 
5 points

Complete the 
following sections:

Name & Color 
ID/Reg. No. (ear tag #)
Breed 
Sex
Birth Place (where was your animal born)

Born (what date was your animal born)

Purchased (what date did you purchase your animal)

Starting Weight (estimate the weight at time 

of purchase)

Starting Price or Value (Purchase price or value if given as gift or  

raised from birth)

Comparison Value (what is the market price at the time of purchase)  

You have to research this!

Final Weight (estimate)

Box 1    (Bring total down)
*Note* Only fill out Kept 
section / Box 2 if your animal 
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*In Pencil ɀPlace TBC in Box 3



Project Inventory

This page is worth 10 points

Gather your receipts together
Put all items you purchased for your project 
that you will have after your project is over.

Examples:
Your Pen/Stall
Show Stick
Brushes
Buckets
(Put items on this page that you will use 
even if you already own them) **They have 
a value**
Place a value on each item and then 
depreciate by 20% to come up with end 
value.  If you have lost the item the end 
value is 0 (put the letter L in  the last box).

Add up items and place totals in boxes 4 
Check your MATH



Breeding Records/Production Record 
Pages

These pages together equal 5 points

Å Fill in all boxes in either the natural or 
artificial section for every breeding 
experience your animal encounters.

Å If you are logging a birth you will you the 
production page.  Fill all boxes in.

Å If neither of these pages apply to you; 
write a sentence stating that.  Do not 
write N/A.



Misc. Operating Expense Page

This pages is worth 10 points

You will need your receipts for this 
page also.

Place items on this page will use for 
your project that you will not have at 
the end of the project .
Examples:
Shampoo
Bedding
Dewormer
Health Certificates/Vet Checks
Gas to Vet Checks/Purchase Items

Bring all totals down add them and 
place a grand total in box 6

Check your MATH



Sale & Marketing Expenses 
Page

This page is worth 5 points

Once again you will need your 
receipts.

Put all items you have purchased 
for marketing and selling your 
animal.
Examples:
Show Clothes
Fair Registration
Gas to weigh ins
Pictures 
Stamps/Stationary for buyers letters

Bring all totals down 
Add all totals together and fill in box 7

Checkyour MATH



Feed Expense Record Page

This page is worth 10 points

You will need all of your feed receipts for 
this page.

Fill in the date, type of feed, quantity of 
bags/bales, pounds of feed, price per unit, 
and total cost on each line.

Bring your totals down to the subtotal 
line.

Check your math!

Some projects will carry on to the next 
page.



Feed Expense Record Page (2)

Do Not Ignore This Page

If you have entered all of your feed 
information on the previous page 
you will need to carry your totals 
over from the subtotal boxes.

If you need to add additional feed 
to this page make sure you add the 
totals from this page along with 
the subtotals from the previous 
page in boxes 8 & 9.

Always check your math!


